CAMELS  AND  CATTLE

of prosperity starts at about twenty, and the owner of forty
is passing rich. Only the cow calf is reared - for her milk
and butter. One or two bulls will suffice a herd, so that
the bull calf is slaughtered and eaten. His stuffed skin is
placed before the mother at milking time that she may lick
it and yield more freely - a universal Arabian practice
recalling the camel bau of Oman.

The camel is bred in the wooded valleys below on a
fairly extensive scale, but by limited groups, for its rewards
to man are less and its care makes greater demands; even
the sexual act necessitates man's assistance.1

Milch camels normally never know a saddle, and
miserable mounts they make, as I know by costly experience.
Their breeding is only for the production of he-camels, the
stronger sex, to serve the transport needs of the province,
and carry frankincense from the mountains to the coast, and
to return with sardines to the mountains for cattle fodder.

Flocks are raised to a small extent on the Qutun, the
grassy roof of these mountains, and also in the plain of
Jurbaib, very largely also in the Zaulaul below Jabal
Samhan. The flocks are of goats, not sheep, for mountain
men think ill of mutton, and refuse to eat of it when they
find themselves at a feast in Dhufar. Yet to be served with
it is not a personal affront, as eggs or chicken would be.
There are no dogs in these mountains and few donkeys.
The latter are bred by Shahara and kept by them and Al
Kathir.

As for cultivation, the Qara may sow a few beans in the
western mountains or elsewhere, where there are no
meadows to yield grass; eastward in Jabal Samhan under the
same conditions they collect frankincense, or get the Mahra

1 See page 214 #.
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